
 I would like to welcome all members of the 2008-2009 DeSoto High School Band 
Program to what promises to be an outstanding year.  The year 2007-2008 was a great year 
for the DeSoto band program.  Thank you seniors and all the students involved in last 
yearõs leadership groups.  I am excited to see how far this yearõs version of the DeSoto 
High School Band can go up the ladder of success.  We have already had a great rookie 
camp, wonderful master classes, an outstanding color guard camp and an excellent percus-
sion audition and camp this spring. Everyone looked great as they learned, practiced and 
developed marching steps and skills for this fall.   

We are very proud of our new drum majors for next year; Aysha Welch and 
Melissa Delaney. Elijah Bell-Clark will serve as the 2008-2009 Field Commander.   During 
rookie camp, our section leaders will be going through a great two day leadership work-
shop with Mr. Peter Ferrito.  We know that with Mr. Ferritoõs outstanding workshop, our 
student leaders will be well prepared to help lead the DeSoto Band program to new 
heights. 

Leading the DeSoto Band Program is a group of outstanding men and women 
known as our assistant directors.  Each of these individuals will be of great help in the 
development of the DeSoto High School band program this year.  Mr. Dave Addicks, 
Mrs. Karen Blake and Mr. Robert Brannock, our new, outstanding percussion director will 
gIve us a great base of knowledge and experience.  I look forward to seeing what this 
yearõs staff can do to raise the bar of excellence for our band program..  

The DeSoto High School Band would like to thank Mr. Lloyd Treadwell, Super-
intendent and his staff and Dr.  Cheyrl Ensley, Principal and her staff for their out-
standing support of our program.  In addition, we would like to thank Mr. Chris Smith 
and his wife Carol, their executive board and all of the members of the booster organiza-
tion who helped make us what we are today.  

 

Make sure that you read this newsletter very carefully.  The 
information will tell you when summer band begins, the date to 
pay band fees and order uniform items, the dates to check out 
instruments, and other information that will make you successful 
in the DeSoto High School Band Program. 

 
We look to the Seniors for quality leadership this year, Juniors to push the sen-

iors to a higher level of excellence, Sophomores to continue the enormous progress made 
your first year and Freshmen to be our best class ever. 

 
E X C E L L E N C E :   

I F  Y O U  C A N  I M A G I N E  I T ,  Y O U  C A N  A C H I E V E  I T .  

I F  Y O U  C A N  D R E A M  I T ,  Y O U  C A N  B E C O M E  I T .  
          

A N OTE  FROM  M R.  BLAKE  
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Harry D. Blake             

Director of Bands                     

Dave Addicks               

Associate Director of Bands 

Karen J. Blake              

Assistant Director/Color Guard 

Robert Brannock          

Assistant Director/Percussion 
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DRUM MAJORS            

Aysha Welch            

Melissa Delaney        

FIELD COMMANDER   

Elijah Bell-Clark 

 

 

BAND BOOSTER           

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE       

President                      Chris Smith 

Vice-President              Chuck Bryant 

Treasurer                         Carol Smith 

(Assistant )             Open 

Secretary                    Brenda Cribbs 

Head Chaperone        Melanie Killian 

Concessions         Glenda Rodriguez 

(Assistant)                  BrendaCribbbs 

Texas Stadium                Carol Smith   

Uniforms                    Barbara Bryant 

(Assistants)            Cheryl Davenport 

                    Pamela Sims 

Fundraising                      Aileen Cox 

Color Guard Rep                       Open 

Webmaster & Publicity    Alice Lubbe 

(Assistant)                                 Open 

Parent Banquet Committee      Open 
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Eagle Band News 

Mr. Blake ðconõt 

 
All students will have the opportunity to audition for the All-Region Jazz, Or-

chestra and Band positions for the 2008-2009 school year.  These are the first steps in the 
road to making All-Area and All-State Orchestra, Jazz and Concert Bands.  I hope each 
student will have the desire to prepare the etudes required for these auditions. Becoming a 
member of these honor organizations can be both an exciting and rewarding experience. 

In order to provide DeSoto band members with the greatest possible opportunity 
to succeed, we are continually striving to find the best teachers to serve as private lesson 
instructors.  As we continue to seek out new instructors and to fill voids in the private 
lesson staff, it is strongly encouraged that each DeSoto band member become involved in 
lessons.  These instructors are able to spend time individually with students and help as-
sess areas needed for improvement on an individual basis.  Lessons are for gifted stu-
dents, those who have the ability to become outstanding players, receive college scholar-
ships, make All-State, etc.  This is a great investment in your childõs future. 

As we mail this to you, we will be taking a few weeks for us to catch our breaths 
and do some important family things.  I am so proud of your six years of accomplish-
ments and cannot wait until I have the opportunity to work with each of you as we de-
velop the 2008ð2009 DeSoto High School Band into the òBEST THAT WE CAN 
BE  -  PRIDE IN OURSELVES.ó   Be safe and have a great summer. 
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STATE  SOLO  & E NSEMBLE   
By: Karen Blake 

On Monday , May 26, 2008, thirty-two students from the DeSoto High School band pro-
gram performed at the State Solo & Ensemble contest at the University of Texas in Austin.  
These students earned the right to compete at the state contest by receiving a superior rat-
ing at UIL Region Solo & Ensemble contest with a memorized, class one solo (the highest 
division for a high school solo) or a superior rating on a class one ensemble. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS : 

 

Simone Bailey + #  Hakeem Davidson+*  Faith Rodgers * 

Tim Bailey*   Billy Finney*   Jereme Rollings 

Elijah Bell*   Michael Forbes   Chris Ross* 

Michaela Bradshaw+  Emilee Hatchett   Gabrielle Royal** 

Jacob Bryant**   Mateo Huerta*   Xavier Sigler* 

Micheala Carter*  Mirachel Johnson*  Taylor Sims 

Isaac Cerpa**   Allison Killian*   Matthew Taylor* 

Amber Clayborn *  Travis Lubbe*   Aysha Welch 

Ashley Clayborn   Alexys Maritt   Kristie White 

Carmelia Cox   Hector Matos*   Aerial Wiley 

Stephen Cribbs   Naya Rivers 

 

+Student received a superior rating on a memorized solo performance 

*Student received a superior rating on an ensemble performance 

#Student received Outstanding Soloist Award 

Student Officers 

President                    
Allison Killian 

Vice-President      
Gabrielle Royal                 

Secretary                
Jermaine Hubbard                      

Treasurer                   
Aysha Welch                

Senior Representatives 
Ashley Clayborn        
Amber Clayborn 

Junior Representatives 
Brice Mallet                  
Issac Cerpa  

Sophomore 
Representatives           
Jessica Arrandando      
Tasha Brazil 

Historians                 
Porsha Beasley         
Carmellia Cox                

Librarians                   

Travis Lubbe          

Kenneth White 

 

              



IN STRU MENT RENTA L  FEES 
Most of the school-owned instruments have been sent away for cleaning and repair.  There is a very limited 
number of instruments still available for summer rental.  Check with Mr. Blake at 972-723-0735 (Band Hall).  
All DHS instruments, including percussion, should be returned from the various shops by Monday, July 
28th.  Students may start checking out instruments that return from repair on that day.  The prices for school-
owned instrument rental are as follows: 

$50.00 / per academic year (one instrument) 

$75.00 / per academic year (two instruments) 

French Horn & Marching French Horn / Euphonium & Marching Baritone 

Tuba & Marching Sousaphone 

Fees for school instrument usage will need to paid for by the first day of band camp. 

All Percussion students will need to pay the $50.00 fee to cover the use of all percussion instruments during 
the year.  Please contact Mr. Blake at hblake@desotoisd.org should there be any questions regarding the rental 
of instruments for this summer and next school year. 
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COLOR GUARD    

CONTINUE THE EXCELLENCE 

By Karen Blake 

 

 While most students at DeSoto H.S. were relaxing after a hard week of study and final exams, 

27 amazing young ladies were hard at work.   For five days, seven hours a day these women pushed their 

bodies and their minds to the utmost in concentration to learn new physical skills.  From June 5 - 10th,  

the DeSoto High School Color Guard began preparing for the 2008-2009 marching season.   Using the 

DeSoto HS gym as their home base, the guard began intensive training on movement and equipment 

skills. 

 A typical morning at color guard camp consisted of stretching for at least one hour; work on 

proper shaping, carriage and alignment of the body; movement including jazz style, ballet style and 

marching technique; and conditioning. 

 Afternoon sessions were usually split, with the veteran members taking their level of rifle tech-

nique to a new level, while the rookies began learning their flag basics.  By the end of the week, everyone 

had advanced to more advanced releases and simple tosses.  The latter part of the afternoon united 

veterans and rookies as they strove to manipulate equipment and march or dance at the same time. 

 Another color guard technician came in to help us, Mr. Diunte White, and we were both totally 

amazed at the amount of improvement all of the ladies made in just 5 days.  Students who struggled with 

their feet on the first day, were confidently dancing in step by the 5th day.  Girls who could hardly tell their 

right hand from their left had the first day were doing right and left hand spins with ease and skill by the 

end of camp.   

 The veterans impressed us with their strong and aggressive approach to both body and equip-

ment skills and their thorough technical knowledge.  Most of all they inspired us with their performance 

skills, which the newcomers  were immediately able to relate to.  Great job Vets!!  

 Officers for the 2008-2009 Color Guard are Mahogany Wilson, Captain; Lakiesha Hubbard, 1st 

Lieutenant;  Amber Harrison, 2nd Lieutenant; and Amber Brown, Junior Captain.  All 27 ladies are to be 

congratulated on their work ethic and talents. 

 Color guard members should look at the band schedule to ensure that you are present at all 

practices. As announced at camp, we will continue to train throughout the summer, meeting on sched-

uled days. 

 The guard will then begin Summer Band on Monday, August 4.  Mornings will be at Desoto High 

School Band practice field and afternoons will be in the gym.   Guard members will attend all rehearsals 

marked FULL BAND.  Your parents will also need to pay your band fee and fill out band forms on August 

16 th with the rest of the band. 

 I am truly impressed with your wonderful attitudes, your character, your humor and your skill.  It 

will be a season to BE ALL YOU CAN BE to insure that  we CONTINUE THE EXCELLENCE WITH THE 2008-

2009 DHS COLOR GUARD  

 DHS Color Guard  2008-09 

Kandyce Alexander 

Khara Bell 

Amber Brown 

Natalie Castro 

Angelique Harris 

Amber Harrison 

Shelby Hart 

Lakiesha Hubbard 

Takayla Jackson 

Chelsie Jamerson 

Jasmine Johnson 

Lakendria Jones 

Jaleah Ledford 

Alexandria Mayes 

Brittani McNeal 

Arrington Owens 

Rikita Parks 

Staniqua Phillips 

Taylor Sims 

Angelique Teague 

NorõQuera Townsend 

Mica Tucker 

Odette Vega 

Ratisha Weaver 

Aundraea White 

Torre Williams 

Mahogany Wilson 

 


